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Meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Free Public Library of the 
Borough of Longport 
 
February 9, 2026 5:00 PM 
 
Call to Order:  President Joanne Clayton called the meeting to order at 
5:00 PM. 
 
Meeting Called to Order:  This meeting is called pursuant to the 
provisions of the Open Public Meetings Law.  Notice of this meeting was 
advertised in the Press of Atlantic City on February 7, 2026 and sent to the 
Ocean City Sentinel on February 3, 2026.  Notice of this meeting was also 
posted on the Library’s website and in Longport Borough Hall.  Official 
action may be taken at this meeting. 
 
Recording of Attendance:  President Joanne Clayton, Treasurer Kate 
Subranni, Member Erin Schiavo, Member Dolores Wilson, Member Trish 
English, Member Donna Ulmer, Board of Education Representative Tony 
Thalassinos and Director Ricky Gerhardt all present for the meeting. 
 
Absent: Member Gary Rubin and Mayor Patrick Armstrong 
 
Flag Salute 
 
Member Erin Schiavo was appointed Acting Secretary for meeting 
 
Old Business:  Approval of minutes from January meeting (drafts 
previously distributed to board members).  Tony Thalassinos motioned to 
approve the minutes, Trish English seconded the motion.  All in favor, none 
opposed. 
 
Public Comment:  Bob English, Longport resident, asked if there was any 
public outreach regarding the centennial room project.  Joanne and Ricky 
mentioned that bidding process was the outreach (bid posted in newspaper 
and on Library and Borough’s website.  Erin Schiavo mentioned that it has 
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been a project that has been talked about at board meeting on multiple 
occasions.  Tony and Trish talked about that is why board meetings are 
public meetings so the public can come out and ask questions  
 
New Business:   
 
President’s Report:  President Joanne Clayton reported that we go out to 
bid on Wednesday, February 11, for the centennial room project and that 
bids close on Tuesday, March 3.  We hope to award the bid at our March 9 
meeting.  
 
Treasurer’s Report and Bill Pay List:  Kate Subranni went over the 
monthly treasurer’s report.  The library had a beginning cash balance of  
$2, 236,132.61.  We had cash receipts in the amount of $259,536.60.  We 
had cash disbursed in the amount of $320,561.40 (both were higher due to 
a CD being moved to the general checking account).  The ending cash 
balance as of 1/31 was 2,175,107.81.  
 
The January bill pay list was reviewed. The paid-out total for the month was 
$135,387.53 (was higher this month due to the museum balcony project 
being paid out). Erin motioned to approve the bill pay list, Dolores Wilson 
seconded the motion.  All in favor, none opposed. 
 
Director’s Report:  Ricky shared his statistics for the month of January 
including winter and summer events.  Summer events will also include 
movies on the beach. 
 
Ricky talked about the special events this summer which includes the 
authors and community gatherings as well as the drone show to celebration 
to 250th Anniversary of the country. 
 
The Library audit is now complete and we should have our report in April.  
Ricky is currently working on the State Report and will submit before our 
next meeting. 
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Public Comment: There was discussion on movies on the beach and how 
that would work.  Ricky hoped to have multiple Borough departments to 
assist with these events.   
 
Ricky also mentioned that the movie company would need to park their 
movie screen on the beach which would require allowing a truck on the 
beach.  There was some discussion regarding the rules for trucks on the 
beach.  Ricky will coordinate with Borough and Police officials regarding 
this process. 
 
Adjournment: At 5:28pm, Dolores motioned for adjournment, Trish 
seconded.  All in favor, none opposed.  


